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To the KING'S moſt Excellent 


MAJEST IE: 


T hat your Majeſtic would be pleaſed to conſe 
der the Book hereunto annexed, which your Petitio-- 
ner humbly prefented to your Majeſtie, and alſo of 
this Petition which your Petitioner humbly preſents 
to your Majeſties moit gracious conftderation.. 


Humbly ſhewiu,g, 


Hat the Charge of your Maze/ties SubjeAs in the main- 
tenance of the Poor, by Aﬀeſſiements, in the feveral Pa- 
riſhes of your -jefties Kingdome of Englandand Dominion W 
of WAles, is conceived ro amount nnto above Six Hundred I 
ThouſandPounds per ax. beſides all Free gifts, Almes houſes, 
and other Benevolencics given towatds their maintainancesÞſh 
which (um being levied at one entire Seſſement, rogether 
with their other Free gifts & Revenues, and many other gifts 
which would be given, if your CHeze/tics Subjetts were ture 
the Poor ſhould be ſet on work and provided for with it, and 
the Trade of Fiſhing already graciouſly propounded by your 
Mazeſtie, and other things in your Petitioners Book were 
| enatted: 


ehaſted and put in execution, would undoubtcdly ſet all the 
Poor on work, and in a ſmall time wholly eaſe your 2444 aje- 
flies Subjects of their Taxes, in maintaining them in idlenefſe, 
| and the profit of their work will amount to more then their 
Taxes, by which means the Fiſhing Trade will be more ad- 
| vanced, your CMjrſties mend artd ſhipping have more 
'neceſlaries and 'employment, your AMazeſtiey Seas more 
guarded and ftrengthngd., your Merchants would have 
more Trade and cncouragement, your Majeſties Cutomes 
and Revenucs mach more encreaſed , all ygur Subjes 
more benefited, belies a ſufficient maintegange for the, 
Poot in all Counties. 
_ All whieh might be fully accqmplilhed if this work of 
the Poor were cfteQually put in execution. 

That-y our IHajeftie Would be gracioufly pleaſed to £0n- 
ſider. the negle& and opprefſſion'of the Poor, and-how ma- 
ny of other Nations lives here and eats the bread out of 

our Poor SubjeAts mouthes, and how ftri& they are 0- 
yer all Strangers'under their Government, not ſuffering them 
to work as Maſtets but as Slaves who under them live. 

That your Majeſtic would be pleaſed to pardon your 
poor Petitioner in preſuming to preſent theſe rude Lines 


unto your MaeRic: \ 


And your Petitioner (as in duty bound) ſball ever pray 


for your Majeſties long life , happy «nd proſperous 
Reign in this World, and life everleſling in the 


World 10 come. 


MAJESTIEI 


F Humbly defiring Your moſt Gracious e74ajeft 


to take theſe Propoſztions into your Princely conſideration, 


The Preſervation of Your Majeſtie's Royal Perſo; 


Crown 4nd Dignity; The Preparing of the Fiſhing Tradal 
Maintenance of the Poor ; Preſerving of Peace and Safety 
the King domes, 


wt Hat Your -j:/{ie would be pleaſed, that an At mal 
be prepared, to Incorporate all Hundreds in Engla 
and V4.5 as a body Corporate, oncly for the pr 
paring of Work-houſes in eyery Hundred for the ſe 
ting ofthe Poor on work z and Work-houſes in every Pariſ 
for all Poor pcople and Idleperlſons to beſet on work in ey 
ry Pariſhand ſuch Work houfes in every Pariſh and Hun 
to be erected 3nd built 1a ſuch conyenient places on eve 
Lords walt, or other places, asewo Juſtices ofthe Peace, on 
to be of the ©»o-4m , together with the aſſiſtance of the M 

ſters and Wardens of every W ork-houſe in every Hundred 

and of tke High Conſtables, Conſtables, Church-wardens, and 
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r part of them ſhall think fit and convenient. 
That all Pariſh ſtocks, and other gifts, and levies; and other 
ts forthe maintenance of the Poor, may be laid out and im- 
oied in buying of Hemp, Flax, Timber to be hewed for boards, 
d'Veſlells and old Ropes for making of Occom for Ships, 
Fheeles, and other neceſlaries for Spinning of Yarn, for Nets, 
id Cloath for Sailes, Cords, Ropes fit for Cables, and other 
)all Ropes, and other Tackle for ſhips, and boards and Hoops 
r Veſſels, and other Commodities for Fiſhing, and for Mer- 
ants; and that every week or moneth ( as occaſionſhall re- 
ire) the (ame to. be conveyed to the grand W-ork-houſes in 
yery hundred, there to be made into ſmall Ropes fit for Ca. 
les, and other Ropes, Nets, Sails, Boards for Veſſels, and o- 
er Tackle for ſhips, Buſſes for Fiſhing; with power for the 
odics Corporate in every Hundred to ſee the Work-houſe 
d Poor in every Pariſh to be ſet on work, and provided for 
ith neceſlaries. wa” 
That the Timber fitted for Buſles , Small Ropes, Yarnfor 
ets, Cloth for Sails, and other Cloth for your HazeFfres ſer- 
ice, for Soldiers, Poor people, and other neceſlaries, except 
e Cloth for the Poor, be (ent to Londen, and other Seaport 
owns into the Work-houſes prepared for your Wajeſtres ſer 
ice, for the making and fitting of Buſles, Ropes, Sails, Cables, 
Nets, and other Tackle for Ships, and there to be made fit to 
de ſold and delivered for the uſe of your UMagjeftie, and the 
Aerchants at ſuch rates and prices, as ſhall be rhought fitting, 
to buy them )-and the money or Commodities to be returned 
to every grand Work-houſe from whence they-come ;. And 
hat true andſpeedy return may be made to. every W ork- 
ouſe inevery Hundred, from whence they ſhall be ſent, and 
o be paid tothe Poor of every Pariſh and W ork-houſe- 

That in every grand Work-houſe in every Hundre& there 


de provided neceſſary Lodgings for all ſuch pertons as ſhall - 
| foun 


adboroughs, in every Pariſh, in every Hundred, or thema: - 
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* Without ability to maintain themlelycs,- or their parents or 


without Licence , ſuch perſons to be apprehended, and there 


T9 
found idle & a begging; and for ſuch: perſons as that be there. 
ſent : and that no ſingle perſon beſaftered to live Out of ſervice - 


friends maintain them. 
That if any perſon fo ſent to ſuch W ork-houſes depart 


to remain and work for one whole year without Bail or Main- 
prize; ortobe immediately tranſported to your ajefzes Gar- 
riſons and Plantations beyond the Seas: and that if any perſon 
whatſoever knowingly ſhall harbour ſuch perſons, or give re- | 
liefto ſuch-perſons; ſuch perſons ſo harbouting or relieving, | 
to pay 40s. for every night ſo harbouring, orgiving reliefto þ 
ſuch perſons, to the Treaſurer of every W ork-houſe within 
the Hundred, where ſuch offence is committed for the uſe of 
the Poor. 

That there be all nranner of Trades-men providedin the 
grand Work-houſe in every Hundred and Corporation, as # 
ſhallbethought meet, as Hewers of Timber for Buſſes, Rope- 
makers, Smiths, Knitters of Nets, Weavers of Cloth for Sailes, || 
and other cloth and Commodities, and other Trades, as well þ 
for Shipsand Buſles for Fiſhing, as for other things. | 

That-no- Commodities or Merchandiſes whatfoever-con- | 
cerning atiy handecraft Trade which can be made in Eng/and; || 
{except Silk and Linnen Cloth) be brought over under penal 
ty of Fellony, andforfeiture of Ship and Goods, and all prohi-Þ 
bited goods , which are to be tranſported, be alſo under the} 
ſame penalty; and that'no Forgigner or Alicn be ſuffered tof 
work as Maſter upon any pretence in any Trade whatſoeyceſ 
outofthe grand Work-houtes.in every Hundred, under penak- 
tie of one wholeyears working.in every grand. Work-hquſei 
every Hundred, or'Corporation where they fo work. 

That all young Chitdren'; whoſe parents:and friends are 
not ablc to maintain them without relief, be bronght- up in e 
A 43-3 Ver) 


Þ very Pariſh in the Work-houſe, and taught to read Engliſh 
and after they attain the age of 8, or g. years be bound to 
Trades in every grand W ork-houle in eyery-hundred, where 
they ſhall be born , and there to ſerve in the ſeveral grand 
W ork-houfſes, as they are Capable for : and when they attain 
to age, to becapableto bear Armes, may be diſciplinedthere- 
in; and after they attain to be capable ( may be ſent) ſome to 
be brought up & (ear into Buſſes for Fiſhing , others into your 
Maj fties Ships, others:into Merchant-men , as oceaſion ſhall 
require; -and others to continue in their ſeveral. Trades in the 
ſeveral grandWork-houſes in every hundredas (hall be thought 
meet;ſo that there be conftantlyable work-men in cvery grand 
Work-houſe, & them to have ſuch maintenance as ſh! be thought 
meet, untill they are capable to work and live ot themſelves. 
That care may be taken to fet reaſonable prices upon all 
manner of Works for the Hewing of Timber for Buſſes, ma- 
{ king of Nets, Cords, Ropes, Cables, Sails, Guns, Muskets,and 
other Armes , Boards for Veſſels, and Veſlels fit for Fiſhing, 
| and other Commodities ſo made both for F:ſhing , and the 
| uſe of your Maje#tres ſervice, and of the Merchants : and that 
| every Work-houſe in every Pariſh, and Work-houſe in every 
| Hundred, be every weck duly paid, for their work for the bet- 
| ter maintenance of the Poor, and their .cocouragement in 
| working , out of the grand Stock of the Pariſhes and hun- 
[ dreds, and out of ſuch their work and other aflefſements in the 
{ ſaid Pariſhes. | 
| That all monies already gaiſed, or hereafter ſhall be raiſed 
{for the ſetting forth and preparing for the rrade of Fiſhing , be 
[paid into the {eyeral Treatucers to be. appointed over every 
I'Work-houſe and Srorc-houle in every Por! Town, there tobe 
Iimployed for rhe making of Bufles For F.{h:ng, Cables, Ropes, 
INets, Veſſels, Boards hewed for barrels : and other Veſſels and 
>ommodities, and Tacklefor Ships, belonging to your 1s- 
Fe/fie, and the Trade of Fithing , and Merchants, or others 
which ſhall buy them. That 
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(3) 
That the Conſtables Headborough, and Over. ſcers oteve- | 


for their broaken meat, and othertheir benevolence, towards 
| the better maintenance of the poor pevple (o ſet on work, and 
which are ſick» and not able to do any manner of work. 
That ifthere be any poor people abuſe each other in words 
or otherwiſe, ſo thatit cauſe a diſturbance, that ſuch perſons 
be apprehended, and the FaQt tryed by witneſſes before two 
Juſtices ofthe Peace, and the Maſters and Wardens appointed 
"over every Work houſe in every Hundred where every ſuch 


or order the ſame to be put in execution. . 
Thatan ACtbe made and paſſed, that after atime no Engl: 
Merchant, or otherMay bring over or buy any Cables, Nets, 


| Sails, Cords, orother Tackle for Ships, or other Commodities -- 
made in the ſeveral W ork-houles, except for their neceſlaries - 


in-their Voiages, bat out of your Haje/ies warchouſes,, and - 
that your ajefties Officers afford them to the Merchants and 
other Trades-men at ſyme convenient cheaper rate then they + 
can bring them over from beyondthe Seas into England. - 
That ifthere be any want of Hemp and Flax » and not ſufh: - 
cient brought over for the ſupply of the work of the Poor, and - 
other Trades-men » that then eyery Farmer which holdeth a- 
ny Farm of the Rent of 20/. per. an. and (o foc every bigger or 
tefſer Farm, accordiug to the rate » be enjoined to ſow two a- - 
| cresof Hemp and Flax every year ; tothe end there beno want + 
of Hemp and Flax: this tobe performed upon ſome penaltie, 


aw 


or otherwiſe, according to the old Statutes aud Laws to fow*” 


Hempand Flax. 


That all Seaport Towns» and other Towns and- Pariſhes 
within forty miles diſtant from them, be compelled ro ſerforth * 


Bufſes and other Veſſels (according tothe Abilities of them) 


your «ic 


ry Pariſh and Tithings, take care to lend twice every week, or - 
oftnerto every Nobleman, Gentleman, and Farmers. houſe © 


offence is. committed, and that what puniſhment they decree - 


ww 
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for Fiſhing; and that for the better accompliſhing of it ; thar - 


(6) 
your Maje/tie be pleaſed to give order that the Survey of your 
AMajeſtits Seas taken in the Reign of King Richard the Second, 
and other Surveys of your MHajeſties Seas), belook'dinto. 

That no idle perſon, or Almes people or beggers be ſuffered 
to be idle, or goc out of his, her , or their Pariſh or abode, 
without a ſufficient Certificate from the Miniſter, Conſtable, 
or Church wardens, for theirgood behaviour; nor be ſuffered 
to beggein the ſtreets, or Pariſh, or at any mans houſe; and 
thatno Pedler, Tinker, or other perſons, be ſuffered to wan- 
der Ortravell out of their Pariſh, except ſuch as beſentunto, 
withoutlicence from two Juſtices of the peace, andthe Ma- 
ſters and Wardens of every grand Work- houſe in eyery Hun- 
dred, upon pain of z. months working in every grand Work- 
houſe in the Hundred where they ſhall be {o taken ; and that 
every grand work-houle haye their SM belonging to their 
Corporation, that ſo it may be known to be the Seal of ſuch a 
grand Work- houſe. 

That care be taken that therebe ſufficient Fiſh brought into 
England for the ſupply of your Hazeſties Subjes before any 

| betranſported beyond the Seas; and that your X/4je/tzes Storc- 
houſe. for your Maefties Navy be alwaies furniſhed for your 
Majefies (ervice, and that Lex and all Fiſh-dayes, and Faſting- 
Aaayes be duely kept, and thatif any Cook or Vitualling houle 
preſume to dreſfle any Fleſh on either of the ſaid dayes except 
for ſick perſons by the Doctors and Apothecaries approba- 
tions, or for ſick perſons which cannot ſubſiſt without, be for 
every ſuch offence ſent to' the grand Work-houſe , there to 
work one whole week for ſuch their offence, by which 
-means all Fiſhermen will be encouraged to Fiſh; your M ;ze- 
fries Seas will be alwaies ſtrengthened; and your Kingdomes 
.kept in ſafety; aud Corn will be ſowed more then itis. 
\That all poor Trayellers and Souldiers that are to travel 
intotheir own Countries, may be relieved atthe grand Work- 
houſes incyery Hundred, or Work-houſes. in every Pariſh , on 
| the 
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the end that their neceſſities -may berclieved, and the avoid 

ance of pilphering: and that ifany offer to begge, or goc ouf 

of their way, then tobe ſet on workin the grand Work-hou (F 

in every Hundred for ſome convenienttime, and then to hav 

correQion, and be ſent trom Pariſh to Pariſh to the __ | 
their birth or laſt inhabitant, and there be ſet bn work; 

if any perſon refuſe to yield obedience, then fuch perions14 

be tranſported. ? 

That Alehoule.keepers, and all other houſe keepers in eve} 

ry Pariſh or Corporation that ſhall have any Lodger, or othe 

perſons that ſhall lodge in his or her houſe, be enjoined to give 

from time to time the names and places from whence the 

came, of all his and her Lodgers,and other perſons thatYhall ligy 

or inhabite in their houſes, ro the Conſtable or other Officers 

in every Pariſh, and ſuch perſons be enjoined to giveanacY 

count how, and which wayes he, ſhe, ortheylive; or in deh 

fault thereof ſuch houſe keepers 0 forfeit the ſumme of 

to the poor), for every ſuch default 

& if ſuch Lodger refuſe to give an account of his life & Cong 

verſation , then ſuch Lodger to be ſent to the grand Worky 

houſe, there to remain at work till he, ſhe, or they find ſuf] 

cient ſureties for his or her behaviour s and that every Conſta4 | 

ble, Churchwarden Tithing-men, and other Officers, beerd 

joined under ſome penalty to ſee all things performed within] | 

his Pariſh, and the High Conſtable in every Hundred under a-} 

no ther penalty, to ſec the petty Conſtables and other Officers 

perform their Duties. | | 

That it would pleaſe your X44zeftze, according to the ancient 

Laws of this Kingdome to put down all Gaming Ordinaries , 

and that all bonds and- other ſecurities whatſoever for-any mo-| 

ney loſt at play be void; &that ifany man under & which have] 

not the yearly value of 1007. per avs. play for above 5 5. atone 

time, thatſuch perſons forfeit tothe ule of the. poor treble th 

| Valne of ch fey as he ae 4 6 \ 
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'That there be reaſonable Salaries for the ſaid Treaſuters *7.0 
dther officers Of truſt for their better catc in their ES: of- 
Aces. 

' That care be taken alſo that a true and exat accompt be 
quarterly or oftner given to the Lord Treaſurer of England,or 
uch other Commiſſioner as your Majeſty ſhall from time to 
ime appoint, to be preſented to'your Majeſty of all the work 
and ſtock of every Pariſh, and every workhouſc in every Cor- 
zoration and Hundred, and of every ſtock inevery of your 
Majeſticz ſtorchouſes, 
T hat care allo be taken that the Tuſtices of Peace in every 
Diviſion in any County, or ſuch other Commiſſioners as 
our:Majcſty ſhall appoint, doe take care to {ce the poor 
people ſoſetto work be provided for, and to ſee the Maſters 
and Wardens perform their duty, tothe end the poor benot_ 
overpreſ: and abuſed : So that there be-not any Deceit or Fal- 
city in any of the Maſters and Wardens of cuery Hundred arid 
Corporation , and of every officer within every Pariſh; and 
That a true accompt be given by the ſeyerall' perſons afore 
named upon a good penalt? by Fine and impriſonment as ſhall 
de thought meer, 

That it pleale your Majeſty to conſider the Cry of the 
Poor in the ſiteets, which comes through Idlene(s and for 
want of work,and negle@ and want of Maintenance for them 
and their poor children; by all which means aforeſaid being 
prepared, there is ncither blinde norlame, noraged nor-idle 

erſon,but may be put on work and imployed, and your Ma- 
Jeſties ſubjetts provided for, and your Majeſties Navies and 
(Armies furniſhed both with proviſions for themſelves and 
with faithfull ſubje&s, ſouldiers and ſeamen. 

Thar it will be more eaſc for your Majeſtics ſubjeQts to 
'maintain the poor at work then tomaintain them in idleneſlc, 
-3nd the avoidance of the poor attending” at Aſlizes and Sel 


ſioas, for there 'are, more-poor -people'undone cw 
| then : 


* thenj peace Ke 5s And by w © itis morefor the glory © 
' God, the honor and ſafety of your ar Majeſties royall perſon and. 
Kingdomes , for itisobſeryed that through gaming andidle-. 
neſſe comes nothing but.ſwearing;imbeſling eſtates, blaſphe- 
ming, deſtruQtion' of young Gentlemen , Apprentices and 0=: 
thers, and all mannerof Rebelljon, Robbery,Murther,, Lu- 
xuriouſneſſe, poverty both to people and kingdomes, and all, 
manner of vices and (ins let in thereby. * 
To prevent all pilphering , ſheep ſtealing, robbing of Hens, 
rooſts, and breaking up of houſes, and ſuch like fellows. 
That an A@ be made that in eyery Pariſh there be kept on 
or more Bloud-hounds that will draw dry-foot atthe charge 
of the Pariſh. 
Itis alſo obſerved, in reading of ſome ancient Authours, as 
The Diall of Princes, and other Books, where there were grave 
Sages that cauſed Laws to ayoid [dleneſſe, and that cauſed all 
people to be ſet on work, that the Emperours and other State 
and Kingdomes were able to defend themſelves,and the King 
 andPeoplebleſt:; but when Idleneſle crept in, and work laic 
aſide, all mannet of ins ſprang amongſt them, and Rebelliar 
followed, and what comes of Rebellion and Idlenefle I h 
bly ſubmit 4 


Your Majeſties moff Faithfh 
and Obedient poor Subjet?, | 


| 


WILLIAM OKEHAD 


